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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR DIMMING
CONTROL USING SYSTEM CONTROLLERS

1. CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to Chinese Patent Appli-
cation No. 201210166672.0, filed May 17, 2012, commonly
assigned, incorporated by reference herein for all purposes.

Additionally, this application is related to U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/105,780, filed May 11, 2011, which is
incorporated by reference herein for all purposes.

2. BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to integrated circuits.
More particularly, the invention provides systems and meth-
ods for dimming control with a system controller. Merely by
way of example, the invention has been applied to light-
emitting-diode (LED) driving systems. But it would be rec-
ognized that the invention has a much broader range of appli-
cability.

Light emitting diodes (LEDs) have been widely used in
various lighting applications because LEDs have significant
advantages, such as high efficiency and long lifetime, over
other lighting sources (e.g., incandescent lamps). LED light-
ing systems often use a conventional light dimmer that
includes a Triode for Alternating Current (TRIAC) to adjust
the brightness of LEDs. Such a conventional light dimmer is
usually designed to drive pure resistive loads (e.g., incandes-
cent lamps), and yet may not function properly when con-
nected to capacitive loads, such as LEDs and/or associated
circuits.

When the conventional light dimmer starts conduction,
internal inductance of the light dimmer and the capacitive
loads may cause low frequency oscillation. Hence, the Alter-
nate Current (AC) waveforms of the conventional light dim-
mer often becomes unstable and/or distorted, resulting in
flickering, undesirable audible noise, and/or even damages to
other system components. FIG. 1 shows simplified signal
waveforms of a conventional light dimmer that is connected
to capacitive loads. The waveform 104 represents a voltage
signal generated from a conventional light dimmer, and the
waveform 102 represents a rectified signal generated from the
voltage signal.

Some measures can be taken to solve the above problems in
using a conventional light dimmer with capacitive loads such
as LEDs and/or associated circuits. For example, a power
resistor (e.g., with a resistance of several hundred Ohms) may
be connected in series in an AC loop to dampen initial current
surge when the light dimmer starts conduction.

FIG. 2 is asimplified diagram showing a conventional light
dimmer system. The light dimmer system 200 includes a light
dimmer 204, a rectifier 206, a capacitive load 208, and a
power resistor 210. As shown in FIG. 2, the light dimmer 204
receives an AC input 202, and generates a signal 212 which is
rectified by the rectifier 206. The rectifier 206 outputs a signal
214 to the capacitor load 208. The power resistor 210 serves
to dampen the initial current surge when the light dimmer 204
starts conduction.

FIG. 3 shows simplified conventional signal waveforms of
the light dimmer system 200. As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the
waveform 304 represents the signal 212, and the waveform
302 represents the rectified signal 214. As shown by the
waveforms of FIG. 3 compared with the waveforms in FIG. 1,
using the resistor 210 in the light dimmer system 200 can
reduce low frequency oscillation, and in addition the rectified
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signal 214 does not show any significant distortion. But, for
the light dimmer system 200, a current would flow through
the resistor 210 even under normal working conditions, caus-
ing excessive heating of resistor and other system compo-
nents. Such heating often leads to low efficiency and high
energy consumption.

Some conventional techniques would short the power
resistor through peripheral circuits when the AC input is
stabilized after a light dimmer conducts for a predetermined
period of time. FIG. 4 is a simplified diagram showing a
conventional system for dimming control. The system 400
includes an AC input 404, a light dimmer 402, a damping
control circuit 406, a power train 408 and one or more LEDs
488. The damping control circuit 406 includes a power tran-
sistor 460, a capacitor 462, and resistors 472, 474, 476, 478
and 480. For example, the resistor 480 is the same as the
resistor 210. In another example, the power transistor 460 is a
N-type MOS switch.

As shown in FIG. 4, when the light dimmer 402 (e.g., a
TRIAC) is turned off, the transistor 460 is turned off by the
voltage divider including the resistors 472, 474 and 476.
When the TRIAC light dimmer 402 begins conduction, a
delay circuit including the resistors 472 and 474 and the
capacitor 462 causes the transistor 460 to remain off, while
the resistor 480 dampens an initial surge current. After a
delay, the transistor 460 is turned on again, and hence the
resistor 480 is shorted.

Though the system 400 often has a better efficiency com-
pared with the system 200, the system 400 still suffers from
significant deficiencies. For example, the system 400 usually
needs many peripheral devices in order to operate properly. In
addition, the cost of the system 400 is often very high.

Hence it is highly desirable to improve the techniques of
dimming control.

3. BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to integrated circuits.
More particularly, the invention provides systems and meth-
ods for dimming control with a system controller. Merely by
way of example, the invention has been applied to light-
emitting-diode (LED) driving systems. But it would be rec-
ognized that the invention has a much broader range of appli-
cability.

According to one embodiment, a system for dimming con-
trol includes a system controller, a transistor, and a first resis-
tor. The system controller includes a first controller terminal
and a second controller terminal. The transistor includes a
first transistor terminal, a second transistor terminal and a
third transistor terminal. The first resistor includes a first
resistor terminal and a second resistor terminal. The first
transistor terminal is coupled, directly or indirectly, to the
second controller terminal. The first resistor terminal is
coupled to the second transistor terminal. The second resistor
terminal is coupled to the third transistor terminal. The sys-
tem controller is configured to receive an input signal at the
first controller terminal and to generate an output signal at the
second controller terminal based on at least information asso-
ciated with the input signal. The transistor is configured to
receive the output signal at the first transistor terminal and to
change between a first condition and a second condition
based on at least information associated with the output sig-
nal. The system controller is further configured to, if the input
signal becomes higher than a threshold, change the output
signal after a delay in order to change the transistor from the
first condition to the second condition.
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According to another embodiment, a system controller for
dimming control includes a first controller terminal, and a
second controller terminal. The system controller is config-
ured to receive an input signal at the first controller terminal
and generate a dimming signal based on at least information
associated with the input signal, generate a synchronization
signal based on at least information associated with the dim-
ming signal, and output a gate drive signal at the second
controller terminal based on at least information associated
with the synchronization signal. The system controller is
further configured to generate a first pulse of the synchroni-
zation signal in response to a first rising edge of the dimming
signal, the first pulse including a first falling edge and being
associated with a first pulse width, and start changing the gate
drive signal between a first logic level and a second logic level
for a first burst period at the first falling edge of the pulse.

According to yet another embodiment, a system controller
for dimming control includes a first controller terminal and a
second controller terminal. The system controller is config-
ured to receive an input signal at the first controller terminal
and generate a dimming signal based on at least information
associated with the input signal, the dimming signal being
associated with a dimming period, and output a gate drive
signal at the second controller terminal based on at least
information associated with the dimming signal, the gate
drive signal being related to a plurality of switching periods
included within the dimming period. The plurality of switch-
ing periods include a plurality of on-time periods respec-
tively. The system controller is further configured to increase
the plurality of on-time periods in duration over time.

In one embodiment, a method for dimming control using at
least a system controller including a first controller terminal
and a second controller terminal includes receiving an input
signal at the first controller terminal, processing information
associated with the input signal, and generating an output
signal at the second controller terminal based on at least
information associated with the input signal in order to
change a transistor between a first condition and a second
condition, the transistor including a first transistor terminal, a
second transistor terminal and a third transistor terminal, the
first transistor terminal being coupled, directly or indirectly,
to the second controller terminal. In addition, the method
includes, if the input signal becomes higher than a threshold,
changing the output signal after a delay in order to change the
transistor from the first condition to the second condition, and
shorting a resistor by the transistor in the second condition,
the resistor including a first resistor terminal and a second
resistor terminal, the first resistor terminal being coupled to
the second transistor terminal, the second resistor terminal
being coupled to the third transistor terminal.

In another embodiment, a method for dimming control
using at least a system controller including a first controller
terminal and a second controller terminal includes receiving
an input signal at the first controller terminal, processing
information associated with the input signal, and generating a
dimming signal based on at least information associated with
the input signal. Further, the method includes processing
information associated with the dimming signal, generating a
synchronization signal based on at least information associ-
ated with the dimming signal, processing information asso-
ciated with the synchronization signal, and outputting a gate
drive signal at the second controller terminal based on at least
information associated with the synchronization signal. The
process for generating a synchronization signal based on at
least information associated with the dimming signal
includes generating a first pulse of the synchronization signal
in response to a first rising edge of the dimming signal, the
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first pulse including a first falling edge and being associated
with a first pulse width. The process for outputting a gate drive
signal at the second controller terminal based on at least
information associated with the synchronization signal
includes starting changing the gate drive signal between a first
logic level and a second logic level for a first burst period at
the first falling edge of the pulse.

In yet another embodiment, a method for dimming control
using at least a system controller including a first controller
terminal and a second controller terminal includes receiving
an input signal at the first controller terminal, processing
information associated with the input signal, and generating a
dimming signal based on at least information associated with
the input signal, the dimming signal being associated with a
dimming period. In addition, the method includes processing
information associated with the dimming signal, and output-
ting a gate drive signal at the second controller terminal based
on at least information associated with the dimming signal,
the gate drive signal being related to a plurality of switching
periods included within the dimming period. The plurality of
switching periods include a plurality of on-time periods
respectively. The plurality of on-time periods increase in
duration over time.

Many benefits are achieved by way of the present invention
over conventional techniques. For example, some embodi-
ments of the present invention implement a system controller
and its peripheral circuits to detect changes of an input signal
and generate a signal to drive a switch to connect or short a
power resistor for active damping control. In another
example, certain embodiments of the present invention syn-
chronize a gate drive signal output to a switch with a dimming
signal that indicates when a light dimmer is turned on to
regulate power delivered to LEDs to keep LED currents
approximately constant at a predetermined level. In yet
another example, some embodiments of the present invention
adopt a soft control scheme to gradually increase the duty
cycle of a gate drive signal to a switch so as to increase
gradually a current flowing through the switch to reduce
instant current strike to the switch when a light dimmer is
turned on.

Depending upon embodiment, one or more benefits may be
achieved. These benefits and various additional objects, fea-
tures and advantages of the present invention can be fully
appreciated with reference to the detailed description and
accompanying drawings that follow.

4. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows simplified signal waveforms of a conven-
tional light dimmer that is connected to capacitive loads.

FIG. 2 isa simplified diagram showing a conventional light
dimmer system.

FIG. 3 shows simplified conventional signal waveforms of
the light dimmer system shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a simplified diagram showing a conventional
system for dimming control.

FIG. 5 is a simplified diagram showing a system for dim-
ming control according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 6 is a simplified diagram showing the system control-
ler as part of the system shown in FIG. 5 according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 shows simplified timing diagrams for the system
controller as part of the system shown in FIG. 5 according to
an embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 8 shows simplified timing diagrams for the system
controller as part of the system shown in FIG. 5 according to
another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a simplified diagram showing a system for dim-
ming control according to another embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 10 is a simplified diagram of the system controller as
part of the system shown in FIG. 9 according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a simplified diagram showing a system for
dimming control according to yet another embodiment of the
present invention.

5. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention is directed to integrated circuits.
More particularly, the invention provides systems and meth-
ods for dimming control with a system controller. Merely by
way of example, the invention has been applied to light-
emitting-diode (LED) driving systems. But it would be rec-
ognized that the invention has a much broader range of appli-
cability.

FIG. 5 is a simplified diagram showing a system for dim-
ming control according to an embodiment of the present
invention. This diagram is merely an example, which should
not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One of ordinary skill
in the art would recognize many variations, alternatives, and
modifications. The system 500 includes a light dimmer 511,
input terminals 512 and 514, a system controller 502, resis-
tors 501, 506, 560, 562, 564, capacitors 508, 551, 566 and
570, switches 504 and 530, a transformer 520, a rectifying
diode 568, and LEDs 598. For example, the system controller
502 includes terminals 540, 542, 544, 546, 548, 550, 552 and
554. In another example, the switch 504 is a transistor. In yet
another example, the switch 530 is a transistor. As shown in
FIG. 5, a fly-back structure is implemented as an example.

According to one embodiment, when the light dimmer 511
(e.g., a TRIAC) is turned on, an AC input 510 (e.g., VAC) is
provided to the input terminals 512 and 514. For example, at
the terminal 552 (e.g., VIN), the system controller 502
receives an input signal 596 related to the AC input 510 from
a voltage divider including the resistors 560 and 562. In
another example, in response, the system controller 502 gen-
erates one or more control signals (e.g., a control signal 594
from the terminal 550) to affect operating status of the switch
504 and the resistor 501. In yet another example, the switch
504 and the resistor 501 are connected in parallel. In yet
another example, in response to the control signal 594 from
the terminal 550 (e.g., terminal TRIAC), the switch 504 is
open (e.g., off), allowing the resistor 501 to dampen initial
current surge to one or more capacitive loads. In yet another
example, after the light dimmer 511 conducts for a predeter-
mined period of time, the switch 504 is closed (e.g., on) in
response to the control signal 594 from the terminal 550 (e.g.,
terminal TRIAC), thus shorting the resistor 501 in order to
improve the system efficiency. In yet another example, the
resistor 506 and the capacitor 508 reduce current strikes to the
switch 504 when the switch 504 is turned on or off. In yet
another example, the system controller 502 outputs a gate-
drive signal 592 to the switch 530. In yet another example, in
response, the switch 530 is turned on or off to affect a current
590 that flows through a primary winding 522 of the trans-
former 520 in order to regulate a current 588 that flows
through the LEDs 598.

FIG. 6 is a simplified diagram showing the system control-
ler 502 as part of the system 500 according to an embodiment
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of the present invention. This diagram is merely an example,
which should not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One of
ordinary skill in the art would recognize many variations,
alternatives, and modifications. The system controller 502
includes comparators 602 and 612, a signal generator 604, a
soft control component 606, a synchronization component
608, amultiplier 610, a gate driver 614, an error amplifier 616,
a current sensing component 618, and a demagnetization
detector 620.

In one embodiment, the system controller 502 receives the
input signal 596 in order to detect the change of the AC input
510. For example, the comparator 602 receives the input
signal 596 and a threshold signal 622, and generates a dim-
ming signal 624. In another example, the signal generator 604
receives the dimming signal 624 and generates the control
signal 594 to drive the switch 504. In yet another example, the
synchronization component 608 also receives the dimming
signal 624 and outputs a synchronization signal 626 to the
gate driver 614 which generates the gate-drive signal 592 to
drive the switch 530. In yet another example, the soft control
component 606 receives the dimming signal 624 and gener-
ates a signal 628 which is received by the multiplier 610.

In another embodiment, the multiplier 610 also receives
the input signal 596 and an amplified signal 630 from the error
amplifier 616 and outputs a signal 632. For example, the
comparator 612 receives the signal 632 and a current sensing
signal 634 that indicates the current 590 flowing through the
primary winding 522, and outputs a comparison signal 636 to
the gate driver 614 in order to affect the status of the switch
530.

In yet another embodiment, the demagnetization compo-
nent 620 receives a feedback signal 638 to detect when a
demagnetization process associated with the secondary side
of the transformer 520 ends, and outputs a demagnetization
signal 636 to the current sensing component 618 in order to
affect the sampling and/or holding of the current sensing
signal 634. For example, the error amplifier 616 receives a
signal 640 from the current sensing component 618, and an
output terminal of the error amplifier 616 is connected to the
capacitor 551 through the terminal 554 (e.g., COMP) in order
to keep the system 500 stable.

FIG. 7 shows simplified timing diagrams for the system
controller 502 as part of the system 500 according to an
embodiment of the present invention. These diagrams are
merely examples, which should not unduly limit the scope of
the claims. One of ordinary skill in the art would recognize
many variations, alternatives, and modifications. The wave-
form 702 represents the input signal 596 as a function of time,
the waveform 704 represents the dimming signal 624 as a
function of time, and the waveform 706 represents the control
signal 594 as a function of time. In addition, the waveform
708 represents the synchronization signal 626 as a function of
time, and the waveform 710 represents the gate-drive signal
592 as a function of time.

Referring back to FIG. 5, the system controller 502 outputs
the gate-drive signal 592 to drive the switch 530 in order to
regulate the current 588 flowing through the LEDs 598, in
some embodiments. For example, when the light dimmer 511
is turned on, the system 500 receives the AC input 510 that is
not zero, and the system controller 502 generates the gate-
drive signal 592 to drive the switch 530 in order to deliver
power to the LEDs 598. In another example, when the light
dimmer 511 is turned off, the AC input 510 has a very low
magnitude (e.g., zero), and little power would be transferred
to the LEDs 598.

Though the light dimmer 511 can adjust a ratio between the
time period when the light dimmer 511 is on and the time
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period when the light dimmer 511 is off, the light dimmer 511
cannot regulate the power delivered to the LEDs 598 during
the time period when the light dimmer 511 is on according to
certain embodiments. For example, if power delivered to the
LEDs 598 is not approximately constant over time, the output
current 588 would be fluctuating, which may cause the LEDs
598 to flicker, particularly when the on-time period is rela-
tively short. Hence, the system controller 502 is used to
regulate the output power during the time period when the
light dimmer 511 is on in some embodiments.

In one embodiment, as shown in FIG. 6, the comparator
602 generates the dimming signal 624 based on the input
signal 596 and the threshold signal 622, and the dimming
signal 624 is associated with a dimming period. In another
example, if the dimming signal 624 is at a logic high level, it
indicates that the light dimmer 511 is on. In yet another
example, if the dimming signal 624 is at a logic low level, it
indicates that the light dimmer 511 is off. Hence, arising edge
of'the dimming signal 624 corresponds to a time at which the
light dimmer 511 is turned on (e.g., as shown by the wave-
forms 702 and 704) according to certain embodiments. For
example, a dimming period associated with the dimming
signal 624 (e.g., T ;) corresponds to a period associated with
the input signal 596. In another example, the dimming period
(e.g., T,,) includes an on-time period (e.g., T,,) and an
off-time period (e.g., T,;) as shown by the waveform 704.

In another embodiment, as shown in FIG. 7, the synchro-
nization component 608 generates a pulse 718 of the synchro-
nization signal 626 in response to a rising edge 712 of the
dimming signal 624 as shown by the waveforms 704 and 708.
For example, the pulse 718 includes a falling edge 716 and is
associated with a pulse width (e.g., T,,;.). In another
example, a rising edge 714 of the control signal 594 appears
a delay (e.g., T,) after the rising edge 712 of the dimming
signal 624 (e.g., as shown by the waveforms 704 and 706).
That is, the switch 504 is closed (e.g., on) a delay (e.g., T )
after the rising edge 712 of the dimming signal 624, as an
example. In yet another example, the gate driver 614 begins to
change the gate-drive signal 592 between a logic high level
and a logic low level for a burst period (e.g., T,,,.,) at the
falling edge 716 of the pulse 718 (e.g., as shown by the
waveform 710). In yet another example, the burst period
within each dimming period is approximately the same in
duration. The duty cycle and the frequency of the gate-drive
signal 592 are kept approximately the same in different dim-
ming periods of the dimming signal 626. That is, the gate-
drive signal 592 is synchronized with the dimming signal 624
through the synchronization signal 626, as an example. Thus,
during each dimming period, output power is kept approxi-
mately the same and the current 588 that flows through the
LEDs 598 is kept approximately constant according to certain
embodiments.

As shown in FIG. 7, a leading edge of the input signal 596
(e.g., VIN) during an on-time period (e.g., T,,,) is removed
because the light dimmer 511 is a leading edge light dimmer
according to certain embodiments. For example, when the
light dimmer 511 is turned on, a significant voltage change
occurs, and correspondingly the peak value of the output
current 588 changes significantly. In another example, the
switch 530 receives a strike of a large instant current, and such
a large instant current (e.g., a sudden change of output load)
may distort the waveform of the input signal 596 (e.g., oscil-
lation). A soft control scheme is implemented in some
embodiments to reduce the current strike to the switch 530
when the light dimmer 511 is turned on.

FIG. 8 shows simplified timing diagrams for the system
controller 502 as part of the system 500 according to another
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embodiment of the present invention. These diagrams are
merely examples, which should not unduly limit the scope of
the claims. One of ordinary skill in the art would recognize
many variations, alternatives, and modifications. The wave-
form 802 represents the input signal 596 as a function of time,
the waveform 804 represents the dimming signal 624 as a
function of time, and the waveform 806 represents the syn-
chronization signal 626 as a function of time. In addition, the
waveform 807 represents the control signal 594 as a function
of time, the waveform 808 represents the gate-drive signal
592 as a function of time, and the waveform 810 represents
the current 590 that flows through the switch 530 as a function
of time.

As shown in FIG. 8, a rising edge of the dimming signal
624 corresponds to the time at which the light dimmer 511 is
turned on (e.g., t; as shown by the waveforms 802 and 804)
according to certain embodiments. For example, the synchro-
nization component 608 generates a pulse in the synchroni-
zation signal 626 corresponding to the rising edge of the
dimming signal 624 (e.g., as shown by the waveforms 804
and 806). In another example, a rising edge of the control
signal 594 appears a delay (e.g., T ) after the rising edge of the
dimming signal 624 (e.g., as shown by the waveforms 804
and 807). That is, the switch 504 is closed (e.g., on) at time t,,
as an example.

Referring to FIG. 6, the soft control component 606
receives the dimming signal 624 and outputs the signal 628 to
the multiplier 610 in some embodiments. For example, the
multiplier 610 also receives the input signal 596 and the
amplified signal 630 and outputs the signal 632 to the com-
parator 612 that generates a comparison signal 636. In
another example, the gate driver 614 receives the comparison
signal 636 and the synchronization signal 626 and outputs the
gate-drive signal 592.

In another embodiment, when the light dimmer 511 is
turned on, the soft control component 606 changes the signal
628 to affect the gate-drive signal 592 so that the duty cycle of
the gate-drive signal 592 is gradually increased over time
(e.g., as shown by the waveform 808). For example, peak
values of the current 590 that flows through the switch 530
increases gradually (e.g., as shown by the waveform 810).
Thus, the instant current strike on the switch 530 when the
light dimmer 511 is turned on is reduced according to certain
embodiments.

As discussed above, and further emphasized here, FIGS. 5,
6,7 and 8 are merely examples, which should not unduly limit
the scope of the claims. One of ordinary skill in the art would
recognize many variations, alternatives, and modifications.
For example, a system controller can be implemented in a
BUCK structure to achieve similar schemes as shown in
FIGS. 5, 6,7 and 8.

FIG. 9 is a simplified diagram showing a system for dim-
ming control according to another embodiment of the present
invention. This diagram is merely an example, which should
not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One of ordinary skill
in the art would recognize many variations, alternatives, and
modifications. The system 900 includes a light dimmer 911,
input terminals 912 and 914, a system controller 902, resis-
tors 901, 906, 960, 962 and 964, capacitors 908 and 924,
switches 904 and 930, an inductor 920, a diode 922, and
LEDs 998. For example, the system controller 902 includes
terminals 940, 944, 946, 948, 950, 952 and 954. In another
example, the system controller 902 is the same as the system
controller 502.

According to one embodiment, when the light dimmer 911
(e.g., a TRIAC) is turned on, an AC input 910 (e.g., VAC) is
provided to the input terminals 912 and 914. For example, at
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the terminal 952 (e.g., VIN), the system controller 902
receives an input signal 996 from a voltage divider including
the resistors 960 and 962. In another example, in response, the
system controller 902 generates one or more control signals
(e.g., a signal 994 from the terminal 950) to affect operating
status of the switch 904 and the resistor 901. In yet another
example, the switch 904 and the resistor 901 are connected in
parallel. In yet another example, in response to the signal 994
from the terminal 950 (e.g., terminal TRIAC), the switch 904
is open (e.g., oft), allowing the resistor 901 to dampen initial
current surge to one or more capacitive loads. In yet another
example, after the light dimmer 911 conducts for a predeter-
mined period of time, the switch 904 is closed (e.g., on) in
response to the signal 994 from the terminal 950 (e.g., termi-
nal TRIAC), thus shorting the resistor 901 in order to improve
the system efficiency. In yet another example, the system
controller 902 outputs a gate-drive signal 992 to the switch
930. In yet another example, in response, the switch 930 is
turned on or off in order to regulate a current 988 that flows
through the LEDs 998.

FIG.10is a simplified diagram of'the system controller 902
as part of the system 900 according to an embodiment of the
present invention. This diagram is merely an example, which
should not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One of
ordinary skill in the art would recognize many variations,
alternatives, and modifications. The system controller 902
includes comparators 1002 and 1012, a signal generator
1004, a soft control component 1006, a synchronization com-
ponent 1008, a multiplier 1010, a gate driver 1014, an error
amplifier 1016, a current sensing component 1018, and a
demagnetization detector 1020.

In one embodiment, the system controller 902 receives the
input signal 996 in order to detect the change of the AC input
910. For example, the comparator 1002 receives the input
signal 996 and a threshold signal 1022, and generates a dim-
ming signal 1024. In another example, the signal generator
1004 receives the dimming signal 1024 and generates the
control signal 994 to drive the switch 904. In yet another
example, the synchronization component 1008 also receives
the dimming signal 1024 and outputs a synchronization sig-
nal 1026 to the gate driver 1014 which generates the gate-
drive signal 992 to drive the switch 930. In yet another
example, the soft control component 1006 receives the dim-
ming signal 1024 and outputs a signal 1028 to the multiplier
1010.

In another embodiment, the multiplier 1010 also receives
the input signal 996 and an amplified signal 1030 from the
error amplifier 1016, and outputs a signal 1032. For example,
the comparator 1012 receives the signal 1032 and a current
sensing signal 1034 that indicates the current 990 flowing
through the switch 930, and outputs a comparison signal 1036
to the gate driver 1014 in order to affect the status of the
switch 930.

In yet another embodiment, the demagnetization compo-
nent 1020 receives the gate-drive signal 992 and detects when
a demagnetization process of the inductor 920 ends using a
parasitic capacitance associated with the switch 930. For
example, the demagnetization component 1020 outputs a
demagnetization signal 1036 to the current sensing compo-
nent 1018 in order to affect the sampling and/or holding of the
current sensing signal 1034. For example, the error amplifier
1016 receives a signal 1040 from the current sensing compo-
nent 1018, and an output terminal of the error amplifier 1016
is connected to the capacitor 951 through the terminal 954
(e.g., COMP) to keep the system 900 stable.

As discussed above, and further emphasized here, F1G. 9 is
merely an example, which should not unduly limit the scope
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of'the claims. One of ordinary skill in the art would recognize
many variations, alternatives, and modifications. For
example, peripheral circuits, instead of the parasitic capaci-
tance associated with the switch 930, can be used for detect-
ing when the demagnetization process of the inductor 920
ends as shown in FIG. 11.

FIG. 11 is a simplified diagram showing a system for
dimming control according to yet another embodiment of the
present invention. This diagram is merely an example, which
should not unduly limit the scope of the claims. One of
ordinary skill in the art would recognize many variations,
alternatives, and modifications. The system 1100 includes a
light dimmer 1111, input terminals 1112 and 1114, a system
controller 1102, resistors 1101, 1106, 1160, 1162, 1164 and
1176, capacitors 1108, 1124 and 1178, switches 1104 and
1130, an inductor 1120, a diode 1122, and LEDs 1198. The
system controller 1102 includes comparators 1202 and 1212,
a signal generator 1204, a soft control component 1206, a
synchronization component 1208, a multiplier 1210, a gate
driver 1214, an error amplifier 1216, a current sensing com-
ponent 1218, and a demagnetization detector 1220. In addi-
tion, the system controller 1102 includes terminals 1140,
1142, 1144,1146, 1148, 1150, 1152 and 1154. For example,
the system controller 1102 is the same as the system control-
ler 502.

According to one embodiment, when the light dimmer
1111 (e.g., a TRIAC) is turned on, an AC input 1110 (e.g.,
VAC) is provided to the input terminals 1112 and 1114. For
example, at the terminal 1152 (e.g., VIN), the system control-
ler 1102 receives an input signal 1196 from a voltage divider
including the resistors 1160 and 1162. In another example, in
response, the system controller 1102 generates one or more
control signals (e.g., a signal 1194 from the terminal 1150) to
affect operating status of the switch 1104 and the resistor
1101. In yet another example, the switch 1104 and the resistor
1101 are connected in parallel. In yet another example, in
response to the signal 1194 from the terminal 1150 (e.g.,
terminal TRIAC), the switch 1104 is open (e.g., off), allowing
the resistor 1101 to dampen initial current surge to one or
more capacitive loads. In yet another example, after the light
dimmer conducts for a predetermined period of time, the
switch 1104 is closed (e.g., on) in response to the signal 1194
from the terminal 1150 (e.g., terminal TRIAC), thus shorting
the resistor 1101 in order to improve the system efficiency. In
yet another example, the system controller 1102 outputs a
gate-drive signal 1192 to drive the switch 1130. In yet another
example, in response, the switch 1130 is turned on or off in
order to regulate a current 1188 that flows through the LEDs
1198.

According to another embodiment, the system controller
1102 receives the input signal 1196 at the terminal 1152 (e.g.,
terminal VIN). For example, the comparator 1202 receives
the input signal 1196 and a threshold signal 1222, and gen-
erates a dimming signal 1224. In another example, the signal
generator 1204 receives the dimming signal 1224 and gener-
ates the control signal 1194 to drive the switch 1104. In yet
another example, the synchronization component 1208 also
receives the dimming signal 1224 and outputs a synchroni-
zation signal 1226 to the gate driver 1214 which generates the
gate-drive signal 1192 to drive the switch 1130. In yet another
example, the soft control component 1206 receives the dim-
ming signal 1224 and generates a signal 1228 to the multiplier
1210.

According to yet another embodiment, the multiplier 1210
also receives the input signal 1196 and an amplified signal
1230 from the error amplifier 1216, and outputs a signal 1232.
For example, the comparator 1212 receives the signal 1232
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and a current sensing signal 1234 that indicates the current
1190 flowing through the primary winding 1122, and outputs
a comparison signal 1236 to the gate driver 1214 in order to
affect the status of the switch 1130.

A demagnetization detection circuit including the resistor
1176 and the capacitor 1178 is used for detecting when the
demagnetization process of the inductor 1120 ends, instead of
using a parasitic capacitance associated with the switch 1130
in some embodiments. For example, when the demagnetiza-
tion process of the inductor 1120 ends, the voltage change of
the inductor 1120 is coupled to the terminal 1142 (e.g., ter-
minal DEM) through at least the capacitor 1178. In another
example, the demagnetization component 1220 detects the
voltage change of the inductor 1120 and outputs a demagne-
tization signal 1236 to the current sensing component 1218 in
order to affect the sampling and/or holding of a current sens-
ing signal 1234 which indicates a current 1190 flowing
through the switch 1130. In yet another example, the error
amplifier 1216 receives a signal 1240 from the current sens-
ing component 1218, and an output terminal of the error
amplifier 1216 is connected to the capacitor 1151 through the
terminal 1154 (e.g., COMP) to keep the system 1100 stable.

In some embodiments, the schemes shown in FIG. 7 and/or
FIG. 8 apply to the system controller 902 as part of the system
900 and/or the system controller 1102 as part of the system
1100. For example, the system controller 902 as part of the
system 900 has similar timing diagrams as shown in FIG. 7
and/or FIG. 8. In another example, the system controller 1102
as part of the system 1100 has similar timing diagrams as
shown in FIG. 7 and/or FIG. 8.

According to another embodiment, a system for dimming
control includes a system controller, a transistor, and a first
resistor. The system controller includes a first controller ter-
minal and a second controller terminal. The transistor
includes a first transistor terminal, a second transistor termi-
nal and a third transistor terminal. The first resistor includes a
first resistor terminal and a second resistor terminal. The first
transistor terminal is coupled, directly or indirectly, to the
second controller terminal. The first resistor terminal is
coupled to the second transistor terminal. The second resistor
terminal is coupled to the third transistor terminal. The sys-
tem controller is configured to receive an input signal at the
first controller terminal and to generate an output signal at the
second controller terminal based on at least information asso-
ciated with the input signal. The transistor is configured to
receive the output signal at the first transistor terminal and to
change between a first condition and a second condition
based on at least information associated with the output sig-
nal. The system controller is further configured to, if the input
signal becomes higher than a threshold, change the output
signal after a delay in order to change the transistor from the
first condition to the second condition. For example, the sys-
tem is implemented according to at least FIG. 5, FIG. 9 and/or
FIG. 11.

According to another embodiment, a system controller for
dimming control includes a first controller terminal, and a
second controller terminal. The system controller is config-
ured to receive an input signal at the first controller terminal
and generate a dimming signal based on at least information
associated with the input signal, generate a synchronization
signal based on at least information associated with the dim-
ming signal, and output a gate drive signal at the second
controller terminal based on at least information associated
with the synchronization signal. The system controller is
further configured to generate a first pulse of the synchroni-
zation signal in response to a first rising edge of the dimming
signal, the first pulse including a first falling edge and being
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associated with a first pulse width, and start changing the gate
drive signal between a first logic level and a second logic level
for a first burst period at the first falling edge of the pulse. For
example, the system controller is implemented according to
FIG.5, FIG. 6, F1G. 7, F1G. 8, F1G. 9, FIG. 10 and/or FIG. 11.

According to yet another embodiment, a system controller
for dimming control includes a first controller terminal and a
second controller terminal. The system controller is config-
ured to receive an input signal at the first controller terminal
and generate a dimming signal based on at least information
associated with the input signal, the dimming signal being
associated with a dimming period, and output a gate drive
signal at the second controller terminal based on at least
information associated with the dimming signal, the gate
drive signal being related to a plurality of switching periods
included within the dimming period. The plurality of switch-
ing periods include a plurality of on-time periods respec-
tively. The system controller is further configured to increase
the plurality of on-time periods in duration over time. For
example, the system controller is implemented according to
FIG.5, FIG. 6, F1G. 7, F1G. 8, F1G. 9, FIG. 10 and/or FIG. 11.

In another embodiment, a method for dimming control
using at least a system controller including a first controller
terminal and a second controller terminal includes receiving
an input signal at the first controller terminal, processing
information associated with the input signal, and generating
an output signal at the second controller terminal based on at
least information associated with the input signal in order to
change a transistor between a first condition and a second
condition, the transistor including a first transistor terminal, a
second transistor terminal and a third transistor terminal, the
first transistor terminal being coupled, directly or indirectly,
to the second controller terminal. In addition, the method
includes, if the input signal becomes higher than a threshold,
changing the output signal after a delay in order to change the
transistor from the first condition to the second condition, and
shorting a resistor by the transistor in the second condition,
the resistor including a first resistor terminal and a second
resistor terminal, the first resistor terminal being coupled to
the second transistor terminal, the second resistor terminal
being coupled to the third transistor terminal. For example,
the method is implemented according to at least FIG. 5, FIG.
9 and/or FIG. 11.

In yet another embodiment, a method for dimming control
using at least a system controller including a first controller
terminal and a second controller terminal includes receiving
an input signal at the first controller terminal, processing
information associated with the input signal, and generating a
dimming signal based on at least information associated with
the input signal. Further, the method includes processing
information associated with the dimming signal, generating a
synchronization signal based on at least information associ-
ated with the dimming signal, processing information asso-
ciated with the synchronization signal, and outputting a gate
drive signal at the second controller terminal based on at least
information associated with the synchronization signal. The
process for generating a synchronization signal based on at
least information associated with the dimming signal
includes generating a first pulse of the synchronization signal
in response to a first rising edge of the dimming signal, the
first pulse including a first falling edge and being associated
with a first pulse width. The process for outputting a gate drive
signal at the second controller terminal based on at least
information associated with the synchronization signal
includes starting changing the gate drive signal between a first
logic level and a second logic level for a first burst period at
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the first falling edge of the pulse. For example, the method is
implemented according to FIG. 5, FIG. 6, F1G. 7, FIG. 8, FIG.
9, FIG. 10 and/or FIG. 11.

In yet another embodiment, a method for dimming control
using at least a system controller including a first controller
terminal and a second controller terminal includes receiving
an input signal at the first controller terminal, processing
information associated with the input signal, and generating a
dimming signal based on at least information associated with

5

the input signal, the dimming signal being associated with a 10

dimming period. In addition, the method includes processing
information associated with the dimming signal, and output-
ting a gate drive signal at the second controller terminal based
on at least information associated with the dimming signal,
the gate drive signal being related to a plurality of switching
periods included within the dimming period. The plurality of
switching periods include a plurality of on-time periods
respectively. The plurality of on-time periods increase in
duration over time. For example, the method is implemented
according to FIG. 5, FIG. 6, FIG. 7, FIG. 8, FIG. 9, FIG. 10
and/or FIG. 11.

For example, some or all components of various embodi-
ments of the present invention each are, individually and/or in
combination with at least another component, implemented
using one or more software components, one or more hard-
ware components, and/or one or more combinations of soft-
ware and hardware components. In another example, some or
all components of various embodiments of the present inven-
tion each are, individually and/or in combination with at least
another component, implemented in one or more circuits,
such as one or more analog circuits and/or one or more digital
circuits. In yet another example, various embodiments and/or
examples of the present invention can be combined.

Although specific embodiments of the present invention
have been described, it will be understood by those of skill in
the art that there are other embodiments that are equivalent to
the described embodiments. Accordingly, it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not to be limited by the specific
illustrated embodiments, but only by the scope of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system controller for dimming control, the system
controller comprising:

a first controller terminal; and

a second controller terminal;

wherein the system controller is configured to:

receive an input signal at the first controller terminal and
generate a dimming signal based on at least informa-
tion associated with the input signal;

generate a synchronization signal based on at least infor-
mation associated with the dimming signal; and

output a gate drive signal at the second controller termi-
nal based on at least information associated with the
synchronization signal;

wherein the system controller is further configured to:

generate a first pulse of the synchronization signal in
response to a first rising edge of the dimming signal,
the first pulse including a first falling edge and being
associated with a first pulse width; and

start changing the gate drive signal between a first logic
level and a second logic level for a first burst period at
the first falling edge of the pulse.

2. The system controller of claim 1 is further configured to:

generate a second pulse of the synchronization signal in

response to a second rising edge of the dimming signal,
the second pulse including a second falling edge and
being associated with a second pulse width; and
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start changing the gate drive signal between the first logic
level and the second logic level for a second burst period
at the second falling edge of the pulse.

3. The system controller of claim 2 wherein the first pulse

width and the second pulse width are the same.

4. The system controller of claim 1, and further comprising
a first comparator configured to receive at least the input
signal and generate the dimming signal based on at least
information associated with the input signal.

5. The system controller of claim 4, and further comprising
a synchronization component configured to receive the dim-
ming signal and generate the synchronization signal based on
at least information associated with the dimming signal.

6. The system controller of claim 5, and further comprising
a gate driver configured to receive at least the synchronization
signal and generate the gate drive signal based on at least
information associated with the synchronization signal.

7. The system controller of claim 6, and further compris-
ing:

a soft control component configured to receive the dim-

ming signal and generate a control signal;

a multiplier configured to receive at least the input signal
and the control signal and generate a multiplied signal
based on at least information associated with the input
signal and the control signal; and

a second comparator configured to receive the multiplied
signal and a current sensing signal associated with a
current flowing through one or more light emitting
diodes and output a modulation signal based on at least
information associated with the multiplied signal and
the current sensing signal to the gate driver.

8. The system controller of claim 1 wherein the second
controller terminal is coupled, directly or indirectly, to a
switch associated with a primary current flowing through a
primary winding of a power conversion system, the power
conversion system being used for driving one or more light
emitting diodes.

9. The system controller of claim 8 wherein the switch is
turned on or off in response to the gate drive signal in order to
regulate the primary current.

10. The system controller of claim 1 wherein the second
controller terminal is coupled, directly or indirectly, to a
switch associated with a current flowing through an inductor,
the inductor being coupled, directly or indirectly, to one or
more light emitting diodes.

11. The system controller of claim 10 wherein the switch is
turned on or off in response to the gate drive signal in order to
regulate the current flowing through the inductor.

12. The system controller of claim 1 wherein the dimming
signal is associated with one or more dimming periods.

13. The system controller of claim 12 is further configured
to keep a duty cycle of the gate drive signal approximately
constant at a predetermined value during each dimming
period.

14. The system controller of claim 12 wherein:

the gate drive signal is related to a plurality of switching
periods included within a dimming period associated
with the dimming signal;

the plurality of switching periods include a plurality of
on-time periods respectively; and

the system controller is further configured to increase the
plurality of on-time periods in duration over time.

15. A system controller for dimming control, the system

controller comprising:

a first controller terminal; and

a second controller terminal;
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wherein the system controller is configured to:

receive an input signal at the first controller terminal and
generate a dimming signal based on at least informa-
tion associated with the input signal, the dimming
signal being associated with a dimming period; and

output a gate drive signal at the second controller termi-
nal based on at least information associated with the
dimming signal, the gate drive signal being related to
a plurality of switching periods included within the
dimming period;

wherein:
the plurality of switching periods include a plurality of

on-time periods respectively; and
the system controller is further configured to increase
the plurality of on-time periods in duration over time.

16. The system controller of claim 15, and further compris-
ing:

a first comparator configured to receive at least the input
signal and generate the dimming signal based on at least
information associated with the input signal; and

a soft control component configured to receive the dim-
ming signal and generate a control signal in order to
adjust the gate drive signal to increase the plurality of
on-time periods in duration over time.

17. The system controller of claim 16, and further compris-

ing:

a multiplier configured to receive at least the input signal
and the control signal and generate a multiplied signal
based on at least information associated with the input
signal and the control signal;

a second comparator configured to receive the multiplied
signal and a current sensing signal associated with a
current flowing through one or more light emitting
diodes and generate a modulation signal based on at
least information associated with the multiplied signal
and the current sensing signal; and

a gate driver configured to receive at least the modulation
signal and generate the gate drive signal based on at least
information associated with the modulation signal.

18. The system controller of claim 15 wherein the second
controller terminal is coupled, directly or indirectly, to a
switch associated with a primary current flowing through a
primary winding of a power conversion system, the power
conversion system being used for driving one or more light
emitting diodes.

19. The system controller of claim 18, and further compris-
ing:

ademagnetization component configured to receive a feed-
back signal associated with an output signal related to
the one or more light emitting diodes and generate a
demagnetization signal based on at least information
associated with the feedback signal;

a current sensing component configured to receive a cur-
rent sensing signal associated with a current flowing
through the one or more light emitting diodes and the
demagnetization signal and generate an output signal
based on at least information associated with the current
sensing signal and the demagnetization signal; and

an error amplifier configured to receive at least the output
signal and output an amplified signal.

20. The system controller of claim 15 wherein the second
controller terminal is coupled, directly or indirectly, to a
switch associated with a current flowing through an inductor,
the inductor being coupled, directly or indirectly, to one or
more light emitting diodes.
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21. The system controller of claim 20, and further compris-
ing:

a demagnetization component configured to receive the
gate drive signal and generate a demagnetization signal
based on at least information associated with the gate
drive signal;

a current sensing component configured to receive a cur-
rent sensing signal associated with the current flowing
through the inductor and the demagnetization signal and
generate an output signal based on at least information
associated with the current sensing signal and the
demagnetization signal; and

an error amplifier configured to receive at least the output
signal and output an amplified signal.

22. The system controller of claim 20, and further compris-

ing:

a third controller terminal;

wherein the third controller terminal is configured to
receive a detection signal associated with a demagneti-
zation process of the inductor.

23. The system controller of claim 22, and further compris-

ing:

a demagnetization component configured to receive the
detection signal and generate a demagnetization signal
based on at least information associated with the detec-
tion signal;

a current sensing component configured to receive a cur-
rent sensing signal associated with the current flowing
through the inductor and the demagnetization signal and
generate an output signal based on at least information
associated with the current sensing signal and the
demagnetization signal; and

an error amplifier configured to receive at least the output
signal and output an amplified signal.

24. The system controller of claim 22 wherein the third
controller terminal is coupled to a detection circuit configured
to generate the detection signal.

25. The system controller of claim 24 wherein:

the detection circuit includes a capacitor and a resistor, the
capacitor including a first capacitor terminal and a sec-
ond capacitor terminal, the resistor including a first
resistor terminal and a second resistor terminal;

the first capacitor terminal is coupled, directly or indirectly,
to the inductor;

the second capacitor terminal is coupled to the first resistor
terminal;

the first resistor terminal is coupled to the third controller
terminal; and

the second resistor terminal is biased at a first voltage.

26. The system controller of claim 15 is further configured
to:

generate a pulse of a synchronization signal in response to
arising edge of the dimming signal during the dimming
period, the pulse including a falling edge and being
associated with a pulse width; and

start changing the gate drive signal between a first logic
level and a second logic level for a burst period at the
falling edge of the pulse, the burst period being included
within the dimming period.

27. A method for dimming control using at least a system
controller including a first controller terminal and a second
controller terminal, the method comprising:

receiving an input signal at the first controller terminal;

processing information associated with the input signal;

generating a dimming signal based on at least information
associated with the input signal;
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processing information associated with the dimming sig-
nal;
generating a synchronization signal based on at least infor-
mation associated with the dimming signal;
processing information associated with the synchroniza-
tion signal; and
outputting a gate drive signal at the second controller ter-
minal based on at least information associated with the
synchronization signal;
wherein:
the process for generating a synchronization signal
based on at least information associated with the dim-
ming signal includes generating a first pulse of the
synchronization signal in response to a first rising
edge of the dimming signal, the first pulse including a
first falling edge and being associated with a first
pulse width; and
the process for outputting a gate drive signal at the sec-
ond controller terminal based on at least information
associated with the synchronization signal includes
starting changing the gate drive signal between a first
logic level and a second logic level for a first burst
period at the first falling edge of the pulse.
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28. A method for dimming control using at least a system

controller including a first controller terminal and a second
controller terminal, the method comprising:

receiving an input signal at the first controller terminal;
processing information associated with the input signal;
generating a dimming signal based on at least information
associated with the input signal, the dimming signal
being associated with a dimming period;
processing information associated with the dimming sig-
nal; and
outputting a gate drive signal at the second controller ter-
minal based on at least information associated with the
dimming signal, the gate drive signal being related to a
plurality of switching periods included within the dim-
ming period;
wherein:
the plurality of switching periods include a plurality of
on-time periods respectively; and
the plurality of on-time periods increase in duration over
time.



